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_ PSALM 52, 7. | 

Lo this is the man that tooknot God for his 
firength, but truſted unto the multitude of his 
Tiches, and firengthened bimſelf i in bis wic- 


© kedneſs. Prognefe 0; of Hh. « 
T is an Obſervation as true as common, that 
no man was ever extremely wicked upon 2 
ſudden ; a hardy finner muſt be a work of time, 
a Creature of induſtry and toil, of conflicts 
and repulſes : And that becauſe Nature, how- 
ever depraved,' has yet left ſuch ſtrong guards 
upon Vertue, that no man can break- through 
them without. doing violence not onely to his 
Reaſon, but his very Complexion too, It is 
no eafie thing to overcome the ſhame that natu- 
TO attends all diſhoneſt ations, and makes 
| A 3 | thoſe 


(6). 
thoſe that commit them to love darkneſs, Ir is 
no eafie thing to overcome the fear thar natu-= 
rally haunts theguilty conſcience, and makes 
darkneſs it ſelf to be no ſecuricy : much leſs 1s 
Ic eafie to dareto live at enmity with God, after 
conviction that he is alt. knowing, and juſt.,and 
his wrath a conſuming fire. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, fince wofull experience puts 
It out of queſtion that men do dal!y arrive at 
this deſperate pitch;that how dangerous ſoever 
the precipice be, thither they venture ; and 
being there,bearcheir danger with leſs concern 
then others can behold it ; Ic may be worth our 
while to enquire how, and by what degrees {in 
thus advances ; and as it advances, infatuates, 
The ſcheme is laid down in my Text ; where, 
in the perſon of Doeg, we have the deſcription 
of a finner Conſummate ; one that had hll*'d up 
his meaſure, and was now ripe and overtaken 
with judgment, For the firſt words of the Verſe, 
Lo this s the man, point out his miſerable end, 
which, the Context will tell us, was deſirudtion 
and caſting out of the land of the living. And 
the reſt of the words (on which I defign chiefly 
ro infiſt ) are his CharaQer, exhibiting the 
wicked courſe of life which brought him to that 
miſerable end, (viz.) He took, not God, &c. 
The Charader confiſts of three yrs, 
: LE whic 


(7) 
which are as it were the three Stations of the 
Broad way : The firl{t being Alienation from 
God, the ſecond Application to the World, the 
| third Implety proteſt, And theſe three areCon- 
Sg ſequential to each other, as well in the order of 
\ Nature, as of the Texr. 
| 1 begin with the firſt Member of the Cha- 
| racer, He took, not God for his ſirength. 
The order and importance of this Default 
will beſt appear, if we enquire into the true 
| meaſures of humane nature; and ſee what 
ſtrength ſhe has in her ſelf,and what ſhe wants; 
and thence deduce the neceflity of our depen- 
dence upon God. 

_ From thole that have ſearched inta the ſtate 
of humane nature, we hive ſometimes recelved 
very different and incompatible accounts ; as 
chough the Inquirers had not been ſo much 
learning, as faſhioning the [ubjef& they had in 
hand ; and that asarbitrarily as a Heathen Car- 
verthat could make either a God or a Treflel 
our of the ſame piece of wood. For ſome have 

cry'd downNature into ſuch a deſperate impo- 
renCy, as. would render the Grace of God inecf- 
tectual ; and others,on the contrary, have inve- 
ſted her with ſuch power and ſelf-ſufficiency, | 
as would render the Grace of God ſuperfluous. 
The hirſt of theſe Opinions wrongs Nature in 

;  defett, - 
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defet, by allowing her no ſtrength, which in 
conſequence muſt make men deſperate: The 
ſecond wrongs Nature in exceſs, by imputing 
roo much ſtrength,which in ettect muſt make 
men confident : And both of them do equally 
deſtroy the Reaſon of our application to God 
forſtrength. For neither will the wan that 1s 
well in conceit, nor yet the deſperate, apply 
himſelf to a Phyſician ; becauſe the one cries 
there is no need, the other, there 1sno help. 
| preſume therefore that a more diſtinct view of 
theſe two extreme opinions may properly 
ſerve to guide us into the notice of the true 
ſtateof Nature,which lies between them both. 
As for the firſt Opinion, which wrongs Na- 
ture.in Defe&, it was hatcht in the Heathen 
Schools upon this occafion, The Philoſophers 
having confidered the reproachfull nacure of 
Sin,how that in it ſelf it was nothing but injury, 
rurpicude,and folly; and in its effe&ts,miſchief, 
inquietude, and 1l]-boding fears; concluded 
juſtly, that the Commiſſion of it was baſe and 
infamous, and that the deliberate choice ofa 
{infull a&ion was a greater reproach to Reaſon, 
then Reaſon was an ornament to Man, But ne. 
vertheleſs finding themſelves dipt in the com- 
mon guilt, and too ſofc to reſiſt the pleafing e- 
vil, bur likewiſe too proud to own the _ 
® 


(9) 
of it; they ſet their wits on work to contrive 
an expedient, how a man might fin, and yet nor. 
be in the faulc, and fo be able to keep his 
Crimes and Credit too, The expedient they 
contrived was this, to maintain, That Sin was 
no voluntary AC, but a meer forced one : and 
this they proved by two Mediums, Fate, and 
| Matter;as each of them introducing a neceſlicy 
upon humane aGions. From the firſt they ar- 
oued, That all humane aftions were pre-deter- 
mined by the irrefiſtible Power of an Eternal 
Decree, ſo that Man did not purely a@ any 
thing ofhimſelf,but was a meer paſſive Tool in 
the hand of Deſtiny, From the ſecond they ar- 
gued, That though Man were allowed liberty of 
Afing,yet he could have no liberty of Choice, 
becauſe his Choice was always determined to 
the worſer ſide by a certain inſuperable malig- 
nity in matter, that 1s, by the pravity of his 
conſtitution. - Upon either of theſe accounts it 
follow'd, that Man was a meer impotent 1lave, 
always overruled by force,either from without 
or within ; and therefore fince he could not 
poſlibly help what hedid, why ſhould he be 
blamed for it ? rather let the cauſes be blamed 
to which he owed his necellity, Thus did the 
Philoſophers endeavour to bring-Mankind off 
from the ſcandal of their faults by impeaching 
B Nature; 


( 40) 
Nature, as an indulgent Jury will bring off a 
Murtherer by a Von compos mentis, 

As to their Hypotheſis of the Irrefiltible De- 
 cree, I ſhall ſpeak no more of it butthis , that 
they who 6 broacht it, and therefore were 
od tond of it, found it clogg'd with-ſo many: 
MW conſequences, {o refleQting upon the Deity, 
and of ſuch-ill influence upon Manners, that 
though they were accounted the moſt pertina- 
cious Se of men in the world,they have left it 
honeſtly retracted, Chryſipps diſavows it in. 
Cicero and Gellins; and the more modern.Sto- 
icks build all their Morals upon a clear contra- 
ry foundation : for Te ig ipiv ts gots idovreg. 


Is os firſt Principle ;:; that 1s, All mens inter-. 


nal ations are naturally free, 


As for the Malignity of Matter, it was a No-. 


tion more tolerable among the Heathens, be- 
caule their errours.about the Eternity and ori- 
ginal Qualities of Matter were perhaps Invin- 
cible : but for Chriſtians to impure the ſame 


effets to the Corruption. of ous Nature by. 
che Fall, as though we had thereby-contraQted 
ſuch a Complexional Neceſlity of -finning, as 


neither Precept nor Caution, nor all the reme. 


dies that God has provided, could reſcue us. 
from that Necellity ; this.is agreat Calumny- 
r0 Nature, and affront to God's goodneſs, and. 

| a MEE 
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a meer crude Apolazy of ſuch as were firlt re- 
ſolved fora lazy indulgence to Vice. And yet 
this pretence Is not unuſual ; 1t 1s not unu- 
ſual to hear men confeſs their fins in-ſuch a ſub. 
tle form, as though they were drawing Schemes 
of Sophiſtry againſt the Day of Judgment, «1 
 < muſt not deny my fins ; (faysthe Man) The 
<« righteous man falls ſeven times a day ; We 
« dwell ina body of fin; Our firſt Parent eat of 
<« the forbidden Fruit, and fo derived a Curſe 
<« upon his unhappy Poſterity ; Homo ſum, 1 
« am a ſon of Adam, I need {ay no more to 
< ſpeak my guilt, And now what means ſucha 
Confeſſion as this, but that the Man is willing 
ro diſcharge the burthen of his Conſcience up- 
on ſomething out of his own power ; and to in- 
ſinvate that it is not will and choice, but force 
of conſtitution that makes us ſinners ; that we 
are born with ſuch tainted principles, fleſh ſo 
ſtubborn, and appetites ſo impetuous, that nei- 
ther Ryule,nor Inſtitution, nor Endeavour, nor 
Grace it ſelf can regulate them ; and that there- 
upon, as Adam urged againſt God for the firſt 
fin committed, 7he Woman that thou gaveſt me 
beguiled me, and I did eat, ſo his Poſterity 
might urge forall that have been committed 
fince, The Nature that thou haſt allotted us 
has betrayed us, and we are ſinners ? Thus will 
--"D2 men 
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men dawb with untempered mortar,(in the Pro- 
phet's Allegory) though the wall ſhall be caft 
down, and they in the midſt of it. For toaſtign 
the true meaſures of Nature in reference to De- 
tea,l lay down this for the Fundamental Truth, 
That whatſoever there 1s either of impotence 
or poſitive malignity in our Natures,it 1s onely 
ſuch as 1s confiſtent both with the Purity and 
Mercy of God : and therefore we may certain- 
ly conclude, that it cannot be fo much as ſhall 
either adminiſter matter of excule to thoſe that 
will be bad, or argument of deſpair to thoſe 
that defire to be good, We are born with pro- 
penſions to.Vice, and. appetites prone to cloſe 
with tempting Evils; but theſe are fo far from 
being aQually evil themſelves, that they are 
the very lite of Vertue, and foundation of Re- 
ward, *Tis true, they create difficulties in'Ver= 
rue, and make the way rugged ; but then God 
is pleaſed to confider theſe difficulties indul- 
gently ; and for that very reaſon he"admits 
man to terms of repentance and reconciliation : 
whereas the Angels, who were made of a purer | 
nature, and lefs obnox1ous to temptation, were 
allowed no ſuch remedy. But moreover theſe 
difficulties which our infirmity creates, are far 
from being inſuperable 5 we know our armour, 
and we are commanded to fight, and: we: are: 
_ aſſured 


COD 
afſured of Viftory : whatſoever of ſtrength we 
have not in our ſelves, we know where to have 
ſupplied ; and whatſoever thoſe Excellencies 
are which we deplore as loſt in the Fall, the 
Goſpel aſfures us, that ſupervenmg Grace 
makes a full repair of them, Grace is new light 
co the underſtanding, and new power to the 
will, and new regularitie to the faculties that 
ought to obey , and a new harmony to our 
whole diſcompoſed frame. In a word, Grace is 
more to us now in the ſtate of corruption, then 
1m the ſtate of primitive perfe&tion we could 
have been to our ſelves. Whoſoever therefore 
ſhall confider the defets and impotence of our 
preſent (tate, together with the rich promiſes 
of God in Chriſt, I know nothing that he ought 
reaſonably to- argue or. infer thence but this, 
that wenow lie under a ſtricter obligation to 
live in a perpetual dependence upon Gad ; that |. 
we have now a doubletye tobe Religious, that 
is. both. to ſerve God, and our ſelves ; foraſ- 
much as our addreſſes do not more efte&ually 
pay him homage, then they do ſupply.our own 
wants, God could give without asking, if it 
ſeemed good :: but then perhaps we thould be 
more apt to glory, as though we had not recei- 
ved': whereas to receive when we want, 1s the 
ſame thing 1n effe&t, asto: have had it in ſtore ; 

B 3 . but 
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"but wich this advantage, that it makes us retain 
a greater yeneration for the Donor ; as a man 
is in greater probability to live humble and 
dutitull, when he has his livelihood conferred 
on him by daily diſpenſation,then ifhe had the 
whole in intire poſſeſſion, God could redin. 
tegrate Nature, it he thought.good ; and re-in- 
ſtate her in her original rights and powers: 
but then perhaps the man, who now 1n the ſtate 
of corruption attributes his vices to his Con- 
ſticution, not to his Will, would, if he had been 
born with greater ſtrength and ſufficiency,have 
attributed the glory of his Vertue to his own 
condut, and not unto God ; and ſo had he had 
1n him leſs of the fin of the man, he would have 
had more of the fin of Lucifer,that is, pride and 
affeGation, 'Tis a wiſe Rule in all things of 
Providence to conclude, That that is beſt that 
now-15:; and queſtionlels it could not be bet- 
ter with us then it 1s,notwithſtanding all the in- 
firmities of our Nature, if we had but the hap- 
pineſs to make ſuch uſe of them as God intends, 
that is, to fix our dependence and application 
more {trily to himſelf. 

I paſs in the ſecond placeto the Notion of 
thoſe that exalt Nature above her due meaſures, 
and inveſt her with ſuch a ſelf-ſufficiency as 
would make the Grace of God appear ſuper- 
fluous, | Ouid 


(15) 

Ouid opus eft Votis ? faith. the Philoſopher ; - 
Whar need is there to pray ? make thy (elf a 
good man; *tis tdle to petition God for that 
which thou canſt beſtow upon thy ſelf. And 
many among Chriſtians (beſide Pelagins) ſeem 
to have conſulted the Philoſopher more then 
the Scriptures, for their method of inculcating 
Religion and a good life, They recommend 
Vertue in pompous harangues, and urgeReli- 
gion from the rational Topicks of conventen- 
cy and.inconveniency ; they diſplay the ami- 
ableneſs and advantages of Good, and the de- 
formity and miſchiefs of Evil. « How ugly'is 
« envy? how tormenting is revenge ? how. 
« brutal is drunkenneſs ? how pernicious is. 
«luſt? On the contrary , meekneſs, tempe- 
« rance and beneficence, how ſerene are they in 
« their ſtate, and how commodious in thelr ef- 
« fefts ? : And needs a man now (lay they) any 
< infuſion hereto determine his choice ? . or a- 
«ny afliſting influence to put It in execution 2 
&« All. that he ſeems to need 1s onely this, that he 
« do not turn fool, and defert the uſe of thole 
« faculties and powers which Nature has given 
«< him. After ſuch a Moral diſcourſe as this, 
having called upon Reaſon, and ſtirred up-ad- 
vertency-ro apply it; they preſume they have 
done. cnqugh, and leave us to grow good upon- 
our ; 
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our own ſtockand ſtrength, But alas ! theſe are 
ſcarus: his flights, Nature has provided no 
wings for Man to ſoar ſo high with, Vice will 
never be chas'd out of the world with Invec- 
tives, nor Verrue advanc'd to her Empire by 
Panegyricks, The moſt prudent advertency, 
and the moſt manly reſolution , the molt rati- 
onal love, and the moſt generous indignation - 
that ever Opinionative Morallft could con- 
celve and fortifie his breaſt withall, will never 
be able to ſecure a man againſt the ſubtle ap- 
proaches or the violent affaults of fin. *Tis 
- onely the Divine Afliſtence that 1s our caſtle 
and defence, and the vital ſpring of all our 
good habits; and whoſoever terminates his 
hopes, even of ſerving and pleafing God, upon 
the confidence of any other ſtrength then what 
1s derived from God, his hopes are imptous, 
and he muſt miſcarry, EE 
'Tis true, that Rational Arguments are pro- 
per, nay necefary to excite a man to his duty; 
which is a Rational ſervice. and effedted by 
Rational endeayours, not lazy preſumptions : 
But then this is the point, A man muſt likewiſe 
know, that when he 1s about his duty, he 1s 
not ſufficient for that which he is about ; for 
God has reſerved a partial agency to himſelf; 
and he does as much command our application 
to 
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to him for this affiſtence, as he does demand all 
che reſt of our duty, For as God does require 
us to keep his Commandments, ſo in order to 
the doing of this, he does altogether as much 
require us to Ask, to Seek,*and to Knock:; 
chat 1s, to apply our ſelves for ability todoe 
what he commands :; and therefore he who 
ſhall undertake to reaſon and argue a man into 
his duty, without inſiſting on the neceſfary ap- 
plication to God, does the ſame. thing in re- 
ſemblance. as if he ſhould cut off the Tra- 
veller's legs, and provide him with a ſtaff. 
That one inſtance of S. Peter to our Saviour, 
Matt.26,7hough I ſhould die with thee, yet will [ 
not deny thee , being as ſtout a Reſolution, up- 
on as.good motives, and from as honeſt an 
heart, as any man elle can ever dare to pretend 
ro, has ſufficiently baffled all humane confi- 
dence, and demonſtrated that the opinion of 

ſtrength in our ſelves 1s vanity, aad. the iffue 
of it. defeat, "4 

Having thus adjuſted the. true meaſures of 
_ humane Nature;as confiſting between the two 
extremes of ſelf-ſufficiency to Good, and abſo- 
lute neceffiry to. Evil 3 1t reſults, that the not 
making:God ourſtrength (which in one word 
we.may calt Indeyorion, . Doeg's firſt charge in 
my:Text) 'is the great Parent -Evil z' an Evil 
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(18) 
thore prolifical in us then that of Adam : and 
if we will, wichS, Auguſtin, attribute the Unt- 
verſal Origine of fin to a Deficient Caule, it 
muſt be to this Defe& of Application toGod, 
as being the firſt, the inler, and the cauſe of 
all others. . For whatloever inadvertencies a 
man may be guilty of before, it 1s 1mpotlible 
he ſhould fall under the dominion.of any vici- 
ous habits, untill he has firſt fallen-from this 
Guand of the Divine Aſbſtence. But then. on 
the other ſide, when aman has once by neglet 
fallen from this Guard ; when either through 
deſuetude, or infrequency, or meer formality 
of devotion, | he has ſuffered his mind. to. grow 
alienated from God, and his dependence-upon 
him to diminith and fail ; that man 1s then ar- 
rived toa pitch, where it 1s as impoſſible for 
him to ſtay, as it is to fix after the firſt ſtep 
down a Precipice: He mult go on, and his 
next genuine advance is tothe ſecond Mem- 

ber of Doeg's Charge, (viz.) He truſted in the 

multitude of bis Riches. For © 
The Soul of man, like common Nature, ad- 
mitsno Vacuum ; if God benot there, Mammon 
muſt be; and it isas impoſlible to ſerve nei- 
ther, as it 5 to ſerve both. And forchis there 
1s aneſfential reaſon in our conſtitution, For 
Man is defigned and born an Indigent Crea- 
| eure, 
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ture, fill of wants and appetites, and a reſt. 
leſs defire of happineſs, which he can by :no 
means find within himſelf; and this indiſ- 
penſably obliges him to ſeck for his happineſs 
abroad. Now if he feek his happineſs from 
God, he anſwers the very intention of his 
frame, and has made a wiſe choice of an obje& 
chat is adequate to all his wants and deſires, 
But then if he. does not ſeek his happineſs from 
God, he muſt neceſſarily feck it ſomewhere 
elſe; for his appetites cannot hang long un. 
determined, they are eager and muft have 


their Quarry : If be forſaks the Fountain of 


Living waters, yet he cannot forſakg his thirſt ; 


and therefore he lies under the necdlity of 


_ bewing out broken Ciſterns to himſelf; he muſt 
purſue, and at leaſt promiſe -himſelt fatis- 
faction jn other enjoyments. Thus when our: 
Hope , our Truſt, and our Expectations  a-- 
bate towards God, they do: not abate in them- 
ſelves, but are onely ſcattered among undue 
and inferiour Obje&s. And this makes the 
connexion infallible. between Indevotion, and 
Moral Idolatry:; | that is, between the negle& 
of God's Worſhip, :and worſhipping the Crea- 
ture: for whatſoever ſhare we abate towards 
God, we always place upon ſomething elle ; 
ant whatſoever thing elſe we proſecute with 
Pe C 2 _ that 


= 
k F 
, . FR a lt _ 
F_e my ——_ a 
4 = f * 
- - Log + oa a+ - _ . $- « POR ak Ree >» " - KN 
T" f - nas {A — a a... I : —_ , 8 ow W - a = — A Ny > 
= 2 © PI; YI jr *S a pe God_ y - - . #.a% 
*#'D/ Ge ” — x » -- hy 
«88 a» ” - 
LIES _ 
s " ” - , 
" . - a AFP 
" W 4 - & * 4 e " = MOTH. \ 1, 
4 is s Fe 4 A . . . a 4 'Y *%) 
W.- : Lt Re % ; ; P ” <4 0 6a” x p F | £ IEF 4 ” F ay 2 HOT . 
4 | © KEE MBE a No I FS, oP. Cs tha: bh ns J * bs. Fe k j " ” I59"Y ; Fr 4 x ns 23. 6 ba eat. - _ 4 i aft ro 2h 
4 LEE 40 oe» ade IT OY ” -- Gro S F”, "3 Sed __ 4 \ | 2 4 £ RY : FAY nh ts Ob. non. $f? {8 lh Mr \a*W Sas M6. 5 T7 0D b rf abit + xt ai $448 6 kL -" "R's l WES: of. Ronen ASIDE os —_ 
X - . , & "- Fe P - p Kart) k ” C 4 b 


(20) 
that ſhare of love, defire, or complacency, 
which is due unto God, that is in effe& our 
Idol ; as is expreſ]y declared in the caſe of 
Riches, Col. 3, 5. which 18 the particular 
matter 1 am to treat about in this ſecond 
art, - 

- Riches are God's bleffting, and the good 
man's promiſe, and adminiſter not onely the 
lawfull comforts to Nature , bur the greateſt 
means and opportunities to Vertue : and yet 
the managery of them is fo nice and hazar- 
dous, and they occafionally produce fo much 
of evil, that , as the Poets dfd- therefore 
conclude them to come from Hell, ſo the 
Scriptures tell us in. earneſt that they generally 
rend thither, LAS E0 

Not things themſelves, but aftettions- and 
opinions about things areevil, ſays the Rule; 
and it being ſo in 'the preſent: caſe, I ſhall 
briefly :note ſome: affe&1ons of men that thus 
pervert Riches into ev1l. 


Exceſs of Deſire. 


I ſhall mention three, Miſtake of Right. 
And undue Complacency. 


The 


TRL) 

The firſt refpe&s Riches: in- Proſpe&, che 
other two in Polleflion, | I "'Dogin with: Exceſs 
of -Defire. h 

TheStoick's Wiſe man. would have no De- 
fire,” for fear of Diſappointment ; bur- 'tis 
cerrain the Good man will have no great'De- 
fire, for fear of Impiety.. For a great De- 
fire can hardly be entertained withour a ſecret 
quarrel- with Providence, an .unthankfulneſs 
tor what is prefent ;:and a preference of our 


own- wiſh-before the: good pleaſure and ordi- 


nation of God. + When the "I ackive defired a 
King, they defired no more then the comple- 
tion of God's - own promiſe to them ; 2: ul 
was nothing finfull in their' defire-, bur the 
exceſs of it ;* t was come to this, Nay, but 
we will have a fling: and then God ſent 
_ themaKing in his anger, and many infamous 
calamities during the whole - courſe of his 
Reign. . Nor was Rachel's defire of Children 
any otherthen natural and juſt, till it came to. 
this impatience, Give me Children, or elſe 1 

die; and then God'difappointed her with a 
Grant, and puniſhr: heo with her very with ; 

for ſhe died in Child-bearing. All things ore 
lawfull for me,, (fays the Apoſtle ) but Þ will 
not come under: the power of any: And fo in 
hke manner, the deſire of all things is law- 


C 3 ful 
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full, while icis. temperate, but ,an imperuous 
defiregrows a' Maſter in. the. Soul,, ; it brings 
it under its power ; and our freedom; 'and 
our reaſon, and our conſciencetoo, muſt up- 
on occaſion ſubmit to 1ts Tyranny, Hence 
ic comes to paſs, . that the defire of Riches 
does very often abſolutely prophane the Soul, 
and turn the Temple of God into meer Shop 
and Exchange, When the man ſhould be. 
Religious, his thoughts -are never at home; 
they are abroad in attendence upon the; de- 
fign in hand; and Mammon 1s the comman- 
ding objett of all his value and devotion. God 
Almighty requires that che ſtrongeſt brea- 
things of our heart ſhould, like the ſmoak of 
the Accepted Sacrifice, mount: direly to 
Heaven; but the Covetous man's defire does, 
like the rejefted ſmoak, incline all down- 
wards, and ſpend it ſelf upon the Earth, He 
is reſtleſs in contrivance, and hardy in pur- 
ſuit; confident in attempts, and bold and 
importunate in addreſſes ; and (what is worſe) 
he looks upon fordid.. compliance, /and baſe 
connivence,” and -all the afts of diflimulation 
and fraud, ' as onely provident methods of at- 
taining his end; His thoughts being chus in 
full employ,: and his imagination always, bu- 
fie, he lets timerowl over :his head, without 

y IF making 
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making. any; reſlexions worthy his! Immortal 
part;z {othar;ſcarcely does the , poor: Emmer 
rug for a heap of eatth with more toll or .leſs 
Religion then he;;. _ | 


Thus: does: main in the fielt FT vitiate 


Riches. by Defire:, and make then his fins 


before they are his,. -But if they” come. into 


polleſon, he vitiates them in the on place 
by Miltake. of Right. . _- 

*Tijs, certain that the worldly: man cakes 
nothing ſo accurately as his Title ro his E- 
ſtate; and yet whenall is done he miltakes it ; 
for he counts himſclta Proprietor, where he is 


but a Steward, ' For the good things of _ 


life being by. no: means the Chriſtians -p 

tion, God never conſfigns them to. us into bro 
perty , but onely into: Truſt. They employ 
the Manager, and approve the Faithfull ; but 


he that fails in his Accounts , will find that 
his Revenues-are_ his Debts. *Tis [therefore 
the Wiſe man's care to make friends with the 


Mammog ;:$0 fow:;as he: hopes to Teap ; to 


hag his Expences; and” to.bleſs' the Srock 


by thankfulneſs , temperance. and. charity : 


Barks that aſſumes more: right then. God has 
given, that is, he that takes: what he has to be: 
abſolutely - his own ; thie. firſt {Inference he: 
makes is this, gat he may doe: with it what he 


pleaſes ;: 


a. 2. As Be _ "we barcaatet : —_ 
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pleaſes 3: that he may/eitherrſpend it rupon his 
own luxury ,-or hoard it up” tor-thar of his 
Heirs ; and thus! he-eludes all” the obliga- 
tions of charity, and eſteemsthe caſting his 
bread-upon the waters as great'a folly in the 
Figure, :as it is in the Letter, - It, was thus 
that Divesin the Parable had carved for him- 
(elf, who when he petirioned for a drop of wa- 
ter to allay his torments,. his mouth was' ſtop- 
ped, and his' petition -rejeted with this ſole 
Anſwer , 'Son, remember that thou in thy life- 
time _ badſ thy good things, Queſtionleſs 
many a man has had his good things in his life- 
ime, and yet his ſhare after this life not a jot 
the leſs : Butithis was Dives his caſe, he took 
the good things of this lite for his property, 
and his portion, and uſed them accordingly ; 
and tnerefore 1 It was that. now he. met Dag an 


no more. ii: 


The third Aﬀettion ds 2 man vitiates 
his Riches is undue Complacency, which 1s an 
Acquieſcence of mind in::the Obje& of enjoy- 
ment, or (. in the'Scripture expreſſion ) @ ſet- 
ting our hearts upon it. . : 

A _moderate'Complacency” or fatisfaftion 

in the good. things of this world_.1s requiſire'to 
make a man thankfull, as a proportion?of ſpi- 
rit is necefſary to ſenſe: -but an abſolute com- 

placency, 


(25) 
placency, or reſt in them, is ( like a great ex- 
ceſs of Spirits) a very {tupor and loſs of 
- mind, The beſt rule about Riches is, to poſ- 
ſeſs them as though we poſlefled them not ; 
that 1s, to reſpe& them with ſuch an equality 
of temper, as neither to place our happinels in 
their preſence, nor our miſery in their toſs. 
But the worldly man poſlefſes them ſo, that he 
1s poſſeſt by them ; they take in his heare, and 
then fill it ſo compleatly, that he is not (enfible 
of any other hunger or defire. How ſweetly 
does he ſing, Soul, take thy reſt, forI am rich, 


and increaſed with goods, and have need of 


nothing ? How ſecurely does he ſleep, when 
his ſenſes drop tired from variety of diverſi- 
ons, and lie Iockt up in the fumes of agree- 
able juices? Do we think that the Kingdom 
of Heaven 1s like to ſuffer violence from 
ſuch a man? no, if 1s rather to be feared 
that he would count Heaven it ſelf a vio- 
lence, and an overture of change would ſhock 
and diſguſt him, For what indeed ſhould 
he doe there, whoſe conceptions are wholly 
tevelled to the: pleaſures of ſenſe, of wines 
and meats, and their wanton conſequences z 
and who Is no more apprehenſive of im- 


material joys, then * the grofleſt - Brute is of 


Muſick or Piture? And here- I limit the 
D ſecond 


| (26) 
ſecond ſtation of the Broad way, that 18, Doeg's 
ſecond charge, He truſted in the multitude of 
bis Riches. | 
And now the ſinner being advan'd-chas 
far through the negle@ of Piety, and love 
of the World, and finding his road gratefull, 
and the return tedious, and the vilage of re- 
pentance ſo auſtere, that if he pur himſelf 
under her conduct, he muſt loſe all tha he 
knows haw to prize, that is, gayety and 
pleaſure, and perhaps riches too; and theſe 
thouzhts making deeper impreſſions , then 
any thing turure can, upon a mind whoſe 
_ reafonings are now grown weak, and confi- 
deration lictle; what can he reſolve bur to 
g0 On? But becauſe to go on, and at the 
fame time to look back, is diſtraQting ; be- 
cauſe retex10n upon guilt 1s a torment, and 
a cowardly ſinner is an inſufferable PE= 
nance, he finds it necellary to take bet- 
ter courage; that 1s, 1n the words of my 
third part, to ſtrengthen himſelf ' in bis Q 
wickedneſs : and thereupon he betakes him- | F- 
felf to the two ſtrong holds of fin, Debau- 
cbery and Atheiſm, and thence he bids - 
hance to Heaven. Like an ungratefull Sub- 
jet, who after he has long abuſed his;Prinee, 
2nd his Crimes-are grown ſo-great that they 
- Prog cangex 
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cannot be compounded on eafie terms, and 
his ſtomach ſo haughty too, that he hates to 
ſtoop to due ſubmiſſion and allegeance, he 
draws his Sword and flings away the Scabbard, 
and reſolves to defend himlelt by a meditated 
Rebellion. Lhe 

The firſt ſtrong hold that the Rebel Sinner 
betakes himſelf roo 1s Debauchery , which, 
in its proper notion, is no more then an ex. 
preſs art againſt Thinking, To indulge. Ap- 
petites and gratifie Senſes , to live ſoft and 
delicate according to the Scheme of ſtudied 
pleaſure, is the buſineſs of the Voluptuous ; 
but che Debauchee 1s not ſo choice: For his 
end is not fo much to pleaſe, as to amuze 
and his whole ſtudy is onely for a courſe of 
expedients how to darken the mind, and di- 
yert thought, and fence out reflexion. His 
Wine 1s not to refreſh, but to drown ; and 
therefore he drinks not like an Epicure, bur 
rather like. a Spartan Slave , when he drunk 
to bring drinking into diſgrace. His Diſ- 
courle is not for underſtanding, but for noiſe. 
Noiſe is good company and wit: and fo 
with hurry and laughter, and any thing that 
1s loud, he ſtifles the Remonſtrances of Rea- 
fon,, and murmurs of Conſcience, as Drum 
and Trumpet cover the Cries of a Battel, He 
: > 2 a guards 
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guards himſelf againſt the awe of Vertue, by 
an habitual contempt of the good ; and fe- 
cures himſelf againſt counſel, by a preven- 
ting derifion of the ſerious, He hates every 
ſolemn aG, if it be bur a grace at his meal ; 
leſt the remembrance of a God (hould check 
his jollicy, and bridle his exceſs, Burt then, 
if notwichſtanding all this art, his body 
chance to tire under the drudgery of Vice, 
and fo he be overtaken with the Intervals of 
apprehenſive Thoughts, the laſt Refuge of his 


uneafie and deſperate mind is Atheiſm, And 


queſtionleſs, how poor a Refuge foever Atheiſm 
be, it was never any other then a Refuge : It ts 
an Opinion that was never offered by Rea- 
ſon, but . always ſought for by Diſtreſs. 
And this without doubt is the reaſon why 
one age of Chriſtianity has produc'd more 
Atheiſts, then were ever known in the whole 
extent and duration of Heatheniſm; becauſe 


the Chriſtian lying under greater Gonvifti- - 


ons, and therefore ſtronger preſſures of Con- 
ſcience, muſt needs be more forcibly urg'd 
to fly to this Refuge, then the Heathen could 
be, whoſe knowledge of fin and judgment 
being lefs, his fears muſt neceffarily be ſo 
too, After the man has once reſolved upon 
Atheiſm, he does generally in the firſt place 


{wear 


— 
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fwear Fidelity to his Opinion ; that is, he 
doth by familiar forms of Oaths and raving 
Imprecations inculcate to himſelf that God 


ts nothing but a Mormoe or Bug-bear: and 


ſo he hardens himfelt in his pretence, 
In. the next place, he pronounces Relig1- 
on a Trick. contrived by the Art of Prin- 


_ ce3, and conſerved by the Intereſt of Prieſts : 


that if ever any talkt wiſely about Religg- 
on, it is onely they who diſcard all parc- 
cular poſitive Religions, and ſtick onely to 
that of Nature. But then what 1s Nature, 
or at leaſt the Interpreter of Nature , but 
common Uſage and Cuſtom ? And what is 
it thar we have not Cuſtom for? We have 
Cuſtom for all ſorts of Vices; we have 
Cuſtom for oppoſite Religions , and for no 
Religion : and fo in fine from Nature can 2- 
riſe no Obligation at all. 

In the next place, the Doftrine of Spirits 


'ts cried down as ablurd; and all the mat- 


ters of fat that tend to aſſert their being, 
can obtain no more credit then Lucian's 
raillery upon the inchanted Broomſtaff, Bur 
moſt of all abſurd, in his conceit , and un- 
philoſophical is the Dofrine of Immortal 


Souls. - «© For what do Souls a& above the 


« power of ſubtile matter in the ſtate of U- 
D 3 « nion ? 


[__ 
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*nion? and how can they diſengage them- 
_ <{ſelves from common perithing in the ſtare 
* of diflolution ? The Beaſts approach very 
* near us in our moſt wife and fagacious o- 
_ <perations, without the hazard of being Im- 
* mortal; and why ſhould man fanſy that 
«hazard to himſelf? No, we are born at 
«all adventures ; and we ſhall be as though 
<* we had never been; and our Spirits ſhal] 
« vaniſh into ſoft air, And now what can 
be done with a man of this perſwafion ? *Tis 
co as little purpoſe to tell him of Hell and 
corments,. as of Charon-and Cerberus + All 1s 
Par ſollicito Fabulg ſomnio, as his Minton 
Poet hath concluded it. And thus the Atheiſt 
is become as ſafe and impregnable, as in a 
Caſtle of Braſs. 

Bur, alas the miſerable dream of peace that 
muſt awake into an Erernity of real evils! 
Alas the pitiable Reaſons that muſt be con- 
futed by fo ſad an Experiment! For as we 
have hitherto taken the proſpe& of the Sin- 
ner's way,,: ſo my Text requires us to look 
a little farther , and advert his end. You 
have ſeen what the man was; he was gay 
and ſecure in hjs wickedneſs ; but now, Lo, 
this is the man, this is his preſent ſtate ; 
he is become a ſpeBacle of vengeance, an 

| object 
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object of terrour and of ſcorn, and poin- 
red out: for a warning to all that ſhall come 
after. Lo, this is the Man that had fthip- 
wreckt his Faith, and waſted his Confer- 
ence, and corrupted his Mind, fo that he 
had loſt the notices of what he fhould do, 
as well as the care of what he. did ;- Bur 
now his Miſeries have redified. his Notions ; 
He believes and trembles ; He ſees God a- 
gain 1n the terrour of hts Judgments; and 
1s convinced by an eternal dying , that the 
Soul 1s ſubje& to no. other death. He now 
lies fcourged with paft enjoyments, and ter- 
rified with his preſent paſſions; His Wit and 
Parts groan under the Conviction of Folly, 
and: his ſh:me and anguiſh are conſumma- 
ted by deſpair. But my Text onely points 
at this; nor is it my bufineſs to infiſt upon 
It any farther, 1 have my end in minding 
you from the Example, That Sin and Judg- 
ment are inſeparably linkt cogether ; That if 
we will eſcape Doeg's end, we muſt avoid 
his way ; That 1f- we will refiſt- fin ſuc- 
ce{sfully , we muſt refift it in 1ts firſt Iſſues, 
and pluck up the roots of it, which in paſ- 

ſing 1 have diſcovered. | 
| And now that the moſt important of what 1 
have ſaid, may be left more immediately upon 
your 
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your thoughts, I ſhall ſumme it up intoone 
ſentence, and conclude, The Leſſon that the- 
whole Example does' moſt genuinely teach 
us 1s, this, That when a man once ceaſes to 
take God. for his ſtrength, (which was Doeg's 
firſt default) when he once negleQs to apply 
himſelf to Heaven for condu@& and ſupporr, 
chat man naturally falls from one fin to a- 
nother, and there is no ſecurity of ſtopping 
| -wog Indevotion and the Bottomleſie 
It; | ES 


| From which the Divine Mercy prevent us. 


